
 

 

 

Information on ASBVME's Response to COVID-19 

In the wake of the Governor’s Emergency Declaration, the ASBVME will be following all 

directives and guidance in which Governor Ivey has issued related to COVID-19, including 

those related to travel and public gatherings. We want to make you aware of what steps the 

Alabama State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is taking to keep our staff as well as 

our licensees as safe as possible. 

As of March 23, 2020: 

 

• The ASBVME will be postponing all veterinary hospital inspections until further 

notice. 

 

• The ASBVME will also be working with the bare minimum of staff at the ASBVME 

Office. 

 

• We also understand that due to cancellation of conferences and meetings, the requisite 

number of hours may be difficult to obtain. As you know, ten (10) hours of race 

approved continuing education credits may be earned by veterinarians and eight (8) 

hours for licensed veterinary technicians online.  The ASBVME encourages you to 

obtain this online continuing education during this time of the COVID-19 national 

emergency. As of now the continuing education requirements for all license renewals 

remain in effect. 

US Department of Homeland Security 's Cyber-Security and Infrastructure Security Agency 

has deemed that veterinary facilities are essential.  

The ASBVME is actively monitoring the effects of the recent COVID-19 outbreak. The Board 

is dedicated to fulfilling its primary mission of protecting the public during this time, while 

continuing to ensure that Alabama has the veterinary care workforce it needs to treat and care 

for animals throughout the state. In addition, to help prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus 

and based on the latest recommendations from the Alabama Department of Health, the 

ASBVME has moved to remote operations. Our office will be closed to the public, and we 

will not be offering in-person scheduled or walk-in appointments. Our staff will work 

diligently to ensure that operation of the agency continues uninterrupted during this period of 

remote operation. You may contact the board office at 334-395-5112 with any questions. 



As part of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s ongoing commitment to combatting the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and providing flexibility across FDA-regulated industries, 

the agency announced today that it intends to temporarily suspend enforcement of certain 

requirements in order to allow veterinarians to better utilize telemedicine to address animal 

health needs during the pandemic.  The agency intends to temporarily suspend enforcement of 

portions of the federal veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR) requirements relevant to 

certain FDA regulations. 

  

Please read the entire press release from the FDA here 
 
 

The Board recognizes that during this state of emergency telehealth technologies, in lieu of 

hands-on medical care, may be useful in some situations where a VCPR has already been 

established. The Veterinarian must employ sound professional judgment to determine whether 

using Telehealth is suitable each time veterinary services are provided and only furnish 

medical advice or treatment via Telemedicine when it is medically appropriate. 

The Veterinarian must conduct all appropriate evaluations and history of the patient consistent 

with traditional standards of care for the particular patient presented. 

Evidence of the permission by the Client to use telehealth technologies must be maintained in 

the medical record. Medical records must contain sufficient information for continued 

veterinary medical care 

For your safety and that of our staff, the ASBVME Board and executive leadership will 

continually assess the COVID-19 situation before determining when to reopen the agency to 

the public and resume normal daily activities. 

The COVID-19 situation continues to evolve rapidly, and we encourage our licensees to use 

their best judgment for unique circumstances that arise during these times of quarantine and 

resource conservation.  We encourage our members to stay up to date on the latest news about 

the virus and necessary safety precautions by visiting trusted information sources some which 

are listed below. 

 

Veterinary COVID-19 Resources 

 

AVMA 

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19VMA 

 

Alabama Department of Public Health 

http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/2019-coronavirus.html 

 

Centers for Disease Control 

https://www.cdc.gov/ 

 

World Health Organization 

https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010bzgOK4XavSKIapgH3REAdLbRaWiHDttHGqk4lubdLx6GbuFmLtzwr-02vlvO15qvvxZW9TyFARzit18a2wsh9InTXQh-TYo2ZJdj52WvFk5HsxfROX4Jesk36izEt47IIkGAUSQZ_pUuYPieZDSJW-vab6PzKv3c6xXVFtV14Y3ZSIt1peS95h_UcS5K4Mj0H2AHreaPX3quX5qV2fI7g4Wv3FWBi7R_w7hzR6zXjNpIz1fsfMFLwBGi2DJvu06Y9BmYr-DNArYs1RiCrClR-R_yu3Jl1FgvsWF6nNUJpVCIyVI5b_KiiUZkvKyb5wtSR4-IeYzYSo=&c=lYRCZEG7KlM1EennF4U8RaGbajMVMV3Qs7hTvCdzBVQGOLTZ22D6hg==&ch=ColJ4GZ5X6CddeUp4YY3kWrbcxdIDbOVsB60UfJ36jCv22aJlpV3Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010bzgOK4XavSKIapgH3REAdLbRaWiHDttHGqk4lubdLx6GbuFmLtzwr-02vlvO15qO08q2EgMKE0z_qPt2z1b7u25pEipj9CyxjOf4sB1r2XyUIgSJAExDPNhqyzKsuPfN7uDjXMbDKsGWjz_ED3fHfuxE6ntBPmYMxW1VmrxE9PfgGBFPjLcIJhqPOl_vQUJEHTfmL86xumBMcqJBjpV0hdJBbzDYLyOHiVkazbZx3l8Q5noYS5ADc73BrOu7kMelXcAYvN8_BadB9bxdcohlxCEFOir0MgH3an_iVjKUAh9_QbFR8Gn4w==&c=lYRCZEG7KlM1EennF4U8RaGbajMVMV3Qs7hTvCdzBVQGOLTZ22D6hg==&ch=ColJ4GZ5X6CddeUp4YY3kWrbcxdIDbOVsB60UfJ36jCv22aJlpV3Lw==
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19VMA
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/2019-coronavirus.html
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses


WSAVA 

https://wsava.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19_WSAVA-Advisory-Document-

Mar-19-2020.pdf 

Step-by-step COVID-19 protocol for receiving patients in a small-animal veterinary hospital 

by J. Scott Weese, DVM, DVSc, DACVIM 

 

 

Stay safe! 

 

Dr. Thomas C. Branch, President 

Alabama State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 
 

 

https://wsava.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19_WSAVA-Advisory-Document-Mar-19-2020.pdf
https://wsava.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19_WSAVA-Advisory-Document-Mar-19-2020.pdf
https://cdn.brief.vet/CB/CB_Covid-19_eblast1/DT_Covid+2019_03172020_F.pdf

